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There was no one belonging to her so fa r  as Ire 
could find out. She vas not communicative, and 
dlen an indiscreet journalist asIcec1 her about the  
eartl1q~alie her answer was decisive, 6 ~ 0 1 1  voglio 
~ensa rc i . ’~  She told me tha t  she had been 1i.r.ing 
in a casadi lavoro, and when lire aslied Iyl1at lvork, 
she said, ‘ I  trasparente,” so w e  conclude she lneant 
a school for ewbroidery, of which she mas one of 
the teachers. “ 10 ero niaestra,” she repeated 
taice over, and then me understood mhy tlie little 
old lady linew SO well horn to command, and to 
~ 1 1 0 ~  Il’hat she manted. AS teacher she had ]leen 
arcustomecl to be obeyed. 

Another patient we are  not sure aIJout, 
and who excites our pity and our 
aclmi’ration, is a man of thirty, well educated, 
speaking both English and French, mhom n-e terlil 
“ Lazarus,” as he has‘ no part of his body without 
svppurating wounds. He was three days and 
iiights buried alone. A t  first he heard his sister’s 
voice, bu t  soon she ceased to answer his call. The 
brother who shared his room he heard nothing of, 
nor of his mother and other sister. He is so suf- 
fering (the multi-dressings are torture, and often 
have to be suspended) tha t  he does not perhaps 
quite realise how entire his loneliness seems likely 
t o  be. But of course me tell him of all the others, 
tvho find relatives only nom, since they were car- 
ried t o  Gataaia or Palerrno, or here, or even t o  
Malta. But t he  days go on, and all he  has had is 
a letter from a cousin saying she had been to  
Messina t o  look at, their house and try to find news 
of them, but no one could she find (until she got  
news of (‘ Lazarus ”), so ne! fear he is indeed the  
solitary survivor of his family, and a most patient, 
rourteous snfferer, physically and mentally, so un- 
rcniplaining, and so grateful for every service. 

Our little girl patient of the terrible gangrene 
in thigh and inguinal region is going very slowly. 
There was a nienace of fenioral heinorrhage three 
days ago, but it has not, so far been verified. She 
simply grows paler, and nore s11riiiikeii, and they 
dress her vTounc1s once or twice instead of the three 
times tha t  they used t o  martyrise the poor inits 
so long as they had hope of saving her. The 
raddest par t  is t ha t  her aunt (~~110 has been the  
truest motlier) is )lot alone, but has two daughters 
at Alessina, waiting for her. The little Sarina lost 
her parents and is all alone, so this devoted aunt 
confided lier two daughters t o  her brothe~, and 
came off wit11 the patient, hoping so011 t o  take her 
Il:lcl; curecl. The fracturecl. limb was immobilisecl, 
nnil insicle the  iniscliiof worked. . . SO 110~’ we 
mii oiily ~iope tlie little wings will unfold quicakly, 
uiii l  the poor foster inother who so piteously 
:Ipnst1*opl1ises her 8s piglia ! figlia niia,” will he 
free to return to her own two (of 16 and 11) d m  
write tha t  they are still sleapilig in a boat, as 

, t~ ie ir  uncle tI1inlis i t  safest, siiirr in the t o m  there 
are thieves . . or, I iniaginu, worse. 

For the most terrible part, peihps,  of the 
~v11ola great tragedy, is the survival of the iinfit- 
of the refuse-to thQ largest estent. It is esplain- 
able, of course, in tha t  the cheaper houses, with 
their herds of the lower population, killed fewer 
in proportion than the  Tell-built houses where the 
solid masonry was more destructive, and where the 

inhabitants were coqaratively few. But  when I 
asked a -professor, i n  another hospital, what his 
experience had been, if amongst his hundred odd 
patients many of them seemed valuable lives, h e  
answered, ‘‘ Hardly any,’’* and added, There 
seems an irony in the fate that saves one epileptic 
son and kills the father and six healthy ones. Yet  
tha t  is one of the facts tha t  I came across, t h e  
mother feigning herself mac1 so that she mighk be 
shut up in the uanincoluio with her one surviving 
idiot.” 

Fate-destiny-miracles,” these are the worils 
me hear constantly, and t o  which there is very 
little t o  answer. To the non-believer, there is no- 
thing but stoicism to advance. Enclurance of pain, 
of loss of loved ones, and of Ijossessions-nothin,rr 
can give back health t o  many; never will they find 
their family or friends again. What is there for 
them but endurance, until hope can t o  some 
measure be born again? 

To the believer, n7ho pauses in her exclamatior~ 
of gratitude, to the Madonna who has saved her 
and her family by a nliracle, on seeing my eyes 
tu rn  t o  her neighbour who has lost husband and 
children, what can one say but, “ yes, hut’ be thank- 
ful silently in respect for those ivho have not had 
the miracle.” 

These are all great questions, t o  be thought of 
in sditude, and which, so fa r  as I can see, have 
only one solution, tha t  of the unimportance of  l i fe ,  
of health, of prosperity. In  the face of ‘this up- 
heaval of Mother Earth, casting her children 
blindly out of the world, or niaiming them, phy- 
sically or morally, with so reckless a hand, what 
can be the  meaning but  tha t  life, health, pros- 
perity, are no* the things t o  cling to,  since they 
lie so utterly beyond our grasp. Whilst what does 
remain through everything, what-to quote an- 
other professor-“ reconciles one to the  world,” is 
good ncss. The solidarity of mankind, which 
(throngh all the perversions of the individual) has 
shone so luininously through this whole catas- 
trophe, God given goodness in1pelling people of it11 
nations to acts of heroisni, t o  give of their posses- 
sions, their time,’ their sympathy, and personal. 
serr+es, .sit11 a generosity which will surely be 
its own reward. 

Al. A. Tunrox. 

3nternattona1 ~ e w 5 .  - 
The oEcials of the Assistanre Publique in Paris 

are desirous that soine of the pupils in the Nurs- 
ing College of the SalpGtri8re Hospitil shall have 
xn insight into English methods of nnrsing, and 
arrangements hare been made thro1igI;ll the Matron 
for them t o  have this experience a t  St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital, E.C. The first pupils t o  be ad- 
mitted will, by the kindness of the Treasurer and 
Almoners, be received as the guests of the hospital, 
an act of international courtesy which we are sure 
will be appreciated. They mill lie accompanied to 
London by Mine. Jaccjues, the Natron of the  Nurs- 
ing School a t  the SalpGtriBre, who went over St. 
Bartholomew’s, and was much interested in what 
she saw, when in London last year. 
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